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Course Objectives
By the end of the course, you will have gained a broad understanding of metaphor in everyday thought and language. You
will have acquired comprehensive knowledge about a central area in cognitive science. You will have acquired basic skills
on how to conduct basic research on metaphor (primary and secondary). You will be familiar with the main theories and
approaches to studying metaphor, including the following:














The ubiquity of metaphor in English
Metaphor universals and cross-linguistic variations
Mental representation and mappings
Popular theories in cognitive science
Metaphor in literature
Metaphor in politics
Metaphor in everyday conversation;
Metaphor and the brain;
Metaphor in technology (e.g., Web);
Metaphor and visual arts;
Metaphor and art;
Metaphorical extension of words;
Metaphor and gesture

Course Description
This course will have no regularly-scheduled lectures. However, you are asked to keep the Thursday afternoon time (as
indicated in your timetable) open. This time will be used for class meetings, informal discussions class members on an
as-needed basis, and for mid-year and final presentations.
This course is intended to enable you to engage in a course of “collective independent” study:
- Collective, because you are part of a small cohort of students in UNIV 400 who are each engaged in developing a
research project in the area of metaphor studies. Throughout the year, you will be sharing the progress of your
research with others in the cohort, through group meetings, E-mail discussion list, and the mid-year and final
presentations; and
-

Independent, because each of you will be developing your own research topic in a specific area of your own
academic and disciplinary interests.

You are expected to attend any cohort meetings called by the course director. The mid-year and final presentation of your
work is part of the project assignment and must be completed for a passing grade. You are also expected to stay in regular
contact with the course director. As your research progresses, the course director will be recommending that you consult one
or more faculty members and other resource

Assignments, Grading and Due Dates:
Book Report/Review
Course Project Proposal
Term Project
Class Participation

15%
15%
60%
10%

There is no final examination for this course.

October 16
November 30
April 15

